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The duplicate images in these two articles illustrate cell 
morphology following the introduction of OCT4 into 
hHFMSCs. The authors’ research demonstrated that pre-
induction with FLT3-LG/SCF enhanced the production 
of floating cell subsets, using the cells from the previous 
experiment as a control.
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The authors of the original article wish to issue a clarifi-
cation around re-use of two cell images from an earlier 
paper.

Despite appropriate citation and notification of the 
same experimental process, in order to uphold academic 
integrity, the authors wish to clarify that human hair fol-
licle mesenchymal stem cells (hHFMSCs) were trans-
duced with OCT4 after four days, as illustrated in Fig. 1b 
(red box) of [1]. These cells correspond to the images pre-
sented in Fig. 2d (red box) of [2], which were captured on 
the fifth day following OCT4 induction.
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The online version of the original article can be found at  h t t p  s : /  / d o i  . o  
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